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The Northern Tewitorg.

The Northerw Tervitory ocoupies about one sixth of Australia’s total land wass some
142 million Hectares, with a population of about 200,000 and is hove to sove of the
natwral world's most unique and exciting destinations.

The Northerw Tervitory has six main destinations. From the ved sandy desert of
Alice Springs and Uluru / Ayers Rock and the golden plains of Tennant Creek, to
the savannah woedlands surrounding Katherine and the lush green troples of
Darwin and Kakadu, it's not surprising the Northern Territory is a popular
destination for travellers keen to experience Australia’s outback.

The Northern Territory is Rnown around the world for the world Heritage-listed
Kakadu National Park and Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Parks. It also has lots of
other attractions Alice Springs, The Larapinta Traill, Palim valley, Kings Canyon,
Devils Marbles and much much more.

The Northern Tervitory has 2 seasons the wet and the Dry, © have only beewn in the
dry season as the roads can be cut off due to large amounts of rainfall swelling the
rivers. But this year L am going on the Ghaw towards the end of the wet season.

The Equipmewt

My vehicle is a Toyota pop top camper with
dual 90 Litre fuel tanks , a 50 Litre water
tank.

The vehicle caw sleep four people with the
roof extended, it has a cooker, sink, fridae,
storage cupboards for food utensils and
clothing.

The vehicle has a 150 watt solar panel and
a 2000 watt bnverter for 240 volt power, it
also has dual batteries so as to keep the
fridge going day and nioht.

t have recovery equipment consisting of a
swatch strap, high Lift jack, Max trax,
long hawndled shovel and an exhaust air

Jack.

Safety equipment is a first aid kit, fire
blanket, 2 fire extinguishers one at the
front and one at the back, a satellite phowne
and UHF radio.




Entering the Northern Territory

After entering the NMorthern Territory (top left), the speed Limit changes to 130kmph and youw can see the road trains
overtaking me( top right) ow the Sturt highway. L am traveling at 100Rmph, we were all tn contact via UHF radio,
so reasonable safe as the road train drivers travel the Stwrt Highway a few times a week.

Fuel is available at Kulgara roadhouse ( bottom right), the roadhouse has a food bar, coffee and tea, also a bar for a
cold beer if You are staying at the campground or not driving.

Leaving the Kulgara roadhouse onto the Lasseter highway to Curtin Springs (bottom left) i came across Mount
Cowner / Artilla (above)it is part of Curtin Springs Station, tours are available. Mount Conner Ls 200 metres above
arouwnd Level and kRnoww to the Locals as Fooluru as tourist wuistakee it for Uluru,



Uluru / AYres Rock

Uluru / Ayers Rock was named by william. Gosse bn 1873 after Sir Hewry Apyers. Uluru is
the Abortglnal name. The rock was created over some 600 milliown years, it originally sat at
the botton of @ sea, but today stands 342m above ground, and 2.5Rms of its bulk is
WAErd rownd.
| have visited Uluru many) times and have beew. lucky enough to see the rain coming off it
but mever climdbed Lt as some reasown for me it did wot seewa right to do. There are areat
dreamtime stories to be heard from the Aboriginal people.




Sunset at Uluru
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Rain running off Uluru
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Uluru / AYres Rock
metres Ls below arouwnd.
Top left; Sunrise at Uluru.

Ulurw is a bio sandsto

meters above ground
Bottonm; Uluru with Kata Tiuta / O




Uluru Walking Tracks
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Top cht; Map of walks arownd LAluru.
Bottom Left; The teaching cave, many Young boys
were tawaht how to Live out Ln the bush here,
Top right; Aboriginal rock art.
Bottom right; Aboriginal rock art.

Page right

Top Right; Kapl waterhole.

Top leftt; Kapl waterhole story.

Bottom Right; One of the holes iw the rock at Ulurw.







Kata Tjuta / The Olgas

Kata Tjuta or the Olgas are made up of 36 formations, the highest polnt is Mount Olga,
rising to 546m above ground, some 200m higher than Ayers Rock / Uluri. The Olgas were
wared h}j European explorer Ernest Giles in 1572, then ln 1993 it was duel named Kata
Tjuta. Most of the area is closed off to white people and Aborigines who do not have business
there.

I did the valley of the winds walk, it is #.4kwm, takes around = hours and gets very hot, buct
has beautiful views of the olgas.




Sunset at Kata ‘Iju.ta




Sunrlse at Katao 'Ijuta
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Kata Tjuta / The olgas
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A Kata Tjuta or the Olgas are made up of 36 formations,
, the highest point is Mount Claa, rising to 546m above

A
»h,

around, some 200m higher than Ayers Rock / Uluru.

Top Left: The walpa Gorge walk.

Bottom left; The valley of the Winds walk takes you
vetween the dones, throuah creek beds and is #.4km

soic P . X & - " I : - . [ e
¥, AR Y sk 1'rj:'.g§-' 17, e i o) g B : PR [~ ¢ i R RS : - AP

Top Right; Kata Tjuta.




The Vvalley of the winads

Valley of the Winds
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The valley of the winds

The valley of the winds walk is a 7 .4km walk
through the dowmes of Kata Tjuta / the olaas, the walk
took wee over 4 hours ans should wot be takew after
11am ow hoy days( it is closed ow days above 2&
dearees).

rop left; The valley of the winds walk.

Bottorw Left; The valley of the winds walk track
throwah the domes.

Top Right; The valley of the winds walk.




Kata Tjuta / The Olgas

Kata Tjuta or the Olgas are made up of 26 formations,
the highest point is Mount Olga, rising to 546m above
grownd, some 200w higher than Ayers Rock / Uluru.

Top left; The walpa Gorge walk.

Bottom Left; The valley of the winds walk takes you
between the domes, throuah creek beds and is #.4km

Long.

Top Right; Kata Tjuta.

rRed Center Wa Y

ownly 2 hours from Uluru along the red center way is
Kings Canyon, a majestic destination featuring 100
meter high sandstone walls, palm filled crevices and
views that stretch across the desert.

Top Left; waterhole on the Red center way.
Top right; Reedy rockhole.

Bottowe right; Macdonnell ranaes on the Red Centre
Wﬂ'[‘.j ;
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Kings CreeR Station

Set Amongst m:?.j::.tia desert palks, Kings Creér
Statiown is a 2,000 square Rilometre working
cattle/camel station with facilities for food, fuel
and camping.

Top left: Kings Creek roadhouse.

Bottow Left; wild camels.

Top right; training the young camels.
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May He be gracious to you
and give you His peace .
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Kings Canyon

Ownly = houwrs from Uluru, Ls the beauti ful Kings canyon featuring 100 meter hioh sandstone walls, palm

filled crvevices and views thot streteh across the decert.

Klngs Canpion Ls Ln the 71,000 ! nowee to the Lurit)|a Avoriginal
I g A e .
BE f.“F-'.! oY WAOYE thaw 20,000 HAEHFS.

%

| up eariy and tare the erm RLw Walk, a nuust tor those wanking see the magwnificent views of the canyon

rive, the weathered dowes of ‘The Lost City' and the qardewn of Eden.
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AsCereimony PLaCE. =

Ihe shady creek (5 a very shady place for the Luritja people. tw the past onlimen
fully Lnitiated in the Luritja culture would Venture further unithe creele frowe here.
F e l-..uri*gjﬁ people ask you te please respect this important area.

here is no access to the top of the canyion Tromchere.




Kings Ca nyow

Kings Canyown is within the 71000 hectares

watarrka Nattonal Parke tn the Morthern T :rri-‘.e:-r':ﬂ.
Left; Kings Canyon.
Top Left; The sandstone domes.

Top viaht; Cotterels bridae.

Botton r'L.ghl.: The Lo



Water is Life

The Garden of Eden is a very sacred place 10 the Tradivional (woers
of Watarrka, Iv is an Im1_|nr:u.n: mmen’s silbe and the |'il..ll\l.-ll'|:l':|l {drcaming )
stowries are far oo sensitive 1o share publicly. Ahorginal peogle dio Bot
swim at this precious water soorce aomd ask (hal vihers fespect this

place and keep out of the watcrhole

~*1F you sy e i
bad iy, pov g o plimt s
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Gardew of Eden

The Garden of Edew. is a beautiful waterhole
Surroungded bﬂ rare plants Ln Kings cavyon. The
Tjukurpa people do not swim in the water and ask
Hou not to.

Top Left; The waterhole.

Top rignt; The water .f.up'pLH.

Bottow right; The plants of the Garden of Eden.



Larapinta Drive

Larapinta drive sounds nice, it Ls a track that goes
from Kinas Canyon. From the Camels huwmp a
permit Ls required to travel this corrugated red dirt
road with washputs and water acrpss the track,
check the road condition sign.

Rigkt; Road conditions sign.
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Top Left: Sign ﬂ.ﬂHiu\.ﬁ clow dowwn.,
Top right; Ginty's lookout sign.

Bottom Left; water on the track.




Albert Mamntj Lra

Albert was borm bn 1902 and at the age of 12 Albert did the Aboriginal ritual initiation as one of the
Aranda group, e Lived (n the bush for six months and was taught traditional laws and customs by
trival elders. Work as a camel driver took Albert through the country he would Later paint, the
dreavatime places of his Aranda people.

v 1944 Albert sold =8 paintings itn a Melbourne art exhibition, with the proceeds he tried to build a
house in Alice Springs. Once again the law prevented him, just because he was Aboriginal. Public
outrage at Albert’s predicament pushed the aovermment to grant hine and his wife Rubina full
citizemship in 1957, Cltizenship meant l:hqj could vote, enter a hotel and build o house anywiere they
chose, Albert, Rubina and their € childrew built @ house at the Goat cams own the banks of the Finke
river.

As o citizen Albert Namatjira could wow also buy aleohol. n keeping with Aboriginal customs,
Albert’s friends expected him to share any food and alcohol he bought. But i doing this he broke white
man’s Laws. In 1958, police charged Albert with supplying aleohol to Aboriginal people. He denied the
charae, but the cowrt didn't believe nim. After two meonths Ln prison, Albert emeroed a free, but a broken
maw. He had Lost his will to paint, and to Live. Albert Nawmatjira died in 1959. He was just fifty-seven
years old.

In 1967 the government to aranted similar rights to the rest of the Aboriainal population.
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Camp Ground 18

Palm. valley is in the Finke corge Natlonal Park which

The first part of thﬂjnurmg to palm. valley campground
covers aw area of 46,000 hectares.

is not too bad, you have to cross the finke river with

/ C'l"ﬂlll Gorge ﬂ | Palm VﬂlLﬂH has sandstone amphitheatres, pinwacles waker andl dr&] i,
t R TRaE '.J —y —— and aoraes and is howe to the red Cabbage Palm after s g - :
‘} A s el 14 B which the valley is named. ; , : ) I R e
Al LR TR i £ Top RLokt; Crossing the Flnke river, o e Yl A ; '?"“"E‘ o
""]-'- '. '_ l::: -i _I‘ F ' = o i 'm o o™ " ek 3 .- -lﬁ"-?"" -1 i
ik e A S 4 AN

Top Left; Palm valley warning Sign. Bottom. right;Camparound has toilets and cold showers

; ; and barbeque and camp Ritchen.
Eottom left; Entering the Finke Gorge Natiownal Park.
Bottom Left; Sunset at the waterhole behind the

Bottom right; Electric animal arid, the electric wires CAMPOYOUNAS.

were held just off the road with springs.
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Sunset at old Woman Rock and Kalarranga rock in the
amphitheater




Cycad Gorge

o A palm cycad plant grows to 2m high and the same in
width, It has long Leaves and an egg shaped fruit which
has toxic properties. For this reason, the seed was not
used as a foed source by Arvernte people.

Top Left; water sitting in a rock hole.

Bottom left; Water and rock crossing ow the way to
Palwm valley

Top right; Entering Cycad qorge Lin the Funke qoroe
National Park.

..I.:-‘ sl
e

On my last visit to palm valley L walked the 4w to Palm valley as i did wot have a high clearance venicle. | saw
people drive the 4km over rocks and through water scraping the underside of their vehicles. | came across a
Landeruiser L200 who had told his passengers to get out and walk, but he still could wot get over the rocks, unsure
if it was the car or the driver, ke turned back.

This time L drove 4k to the valley of Palms car park. The track took we through the valley of Cycads, thew along
well washed creek bed rock, Lt was wnot easy driving, but .:rke,aﬂ L the troopy. Whitn you réach Palva vﬂLLf,U Yow see
towering palm trees, it’s amazing to think these red cabbage palms/Arankaia are only found in this one Location in
the middle of Australia’s arid zone. It was still early so i decided to do the Skm Mpulunakinya Loop Walk, going
deeper imto the valley and up the sandstons plateau past a variety of colourful wildflowers and tall ghost gums.
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Palm vaLLeg
Avranda Land

Palm valley red cabbaae Palve atter which the valle ; " ; " 3
il J 2 e Wk sl The Flnke river (s one of the oloest rivers Tn the world

e nawmed,

’ Top Left; Welcome to Arranda land Sign.
Top Left; Ferns growing out of the sandstone. T ft 9

top right; Red Cabbage Palms at palm vaLLaH. top right: Elaer and huu goting WAlR aBout.

2 ] Bottom riaht:Slown about Litter on country .
Bottow right; Ghost gum own the Mpu!.un.gka.mkjn Loop 9 = 4]

wialk .




Hermannsburg

Hermannsburg was a Lutheran mission built iw the
18205 and was one of Central Australia’s first
settlements, the buildings built from local materials.
Today Hermannsburg Ls the Arrernte Aboriginal
c.nmnuw_.i.tﬂ with arpund 400 living b and around the
towwnship.

R L

—— L

top right; Kitchen and eating house.

- Bottom right;Glrls bunkhouse .




Tworala Goose BLuff

Around 142 wmilliow years ago a comet about 600
metres wide, crashed to earth, blasting a crater some 20
R aeross. Today the bluff is 2 R Lower and about 5
ke in diameter, reduced over time by erosion.
Aboriginal dreamyime say's Tworala was formed by a
group of womeen dancing across the sky as the Milky
way. buring this dance, a mother

put her baby aside, resting in it's wooden baby carrier
The carrier toppled over the edae of the

dancing area and crashed to earth where it was
transformed Lnto the elreular rock walls of Tworala.

Glewn Helewn Goroe

At Glew Helen Gorge the ranges part to makee way for
the Finike River. The ptrmanent Finke River
waterhole is an important refuge n the hot sumumer
months, for all animals and migrating waterbirds.
From here the Flnke River continues and makes its
way to the Simpson Desert.

The traditional owners waterhole is the home of an
ancient and powerful Rainbow Serpent, and regard
it as off Limits.




Ormiston Gorge / Kwartatuma

Ormiston gorge is famous for its waterhole, and the
spectacular geoloay and Landforms of the Macbonnell

Left; Sunrise in the gorge.
Top Left; Dingo Looking for fish.
Top right; The spectacular gorge.

Bottow. riaht; Bird ﬂHLng tnto the goroe for water.
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Serpentine Gorge / Ulpma
Strpentine Gorge is an easy walk that takes you into a
cheltered goroe and waterhole, the water Ls cold.

Bottom Left; Serpenting gorge waterhole.
Top right; A steep climab up onto the western ridge of the

aorat will show a great panarama of Macbonnell
RAWOES.

Bottom right; The Lookout walk takes Hou Lnto the
Gorge.

FRY CREEX BIG HOLE
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Ellery Creek Big Hole / Udepata

Over thousands of years of floods the water carved out
Ellery Creek Big Hole through the Machonnell Ranges
and created the waterhole.

Top Left; Entrance to Ellery creegk big hole.

Bottom Left; Ellery creek big hole.

Bottom right; Ellery creek big hole waterhole.,
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Stﬁndwg Chasm / A QREVL&
Atwatge

Unrlike the normal golden hour of the aay, at standley
Chasm its most dramatic an hour either side of noown on a
sunny day. Thea the sheer walls of the chaswe glow from
reflected sunlight to create the rich colour.

Top Left; Standley Chaswm cave.
Bottom L :f"'l:; Stﬂn..dlcﬂ Chasm,
Top right; Entrance to Standley Chasm.

Right; Sumpson's aap




EmELB Gqap / Anthwerrke

Emily's gap was created by a glant caterpillar fighting
with a stink bomb, the stink bomb bit off the caterpillar
head which created the gap, the body creating the

macdonnell range
Top Left; Aboriginal rock art.

Top right; Aboriginal rock art.

Bottom right; Dreamtime story for Emil Y's Gap.

Welcome to

Emily Gap

i Arveriile msmp o Eodly Gap. b a
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Hewbu.rld Meteorite Craters

Whew @ weteor crashed nto the earth 4,700 Years ago it
left 12 cvaters In the Central Australian desert that can
be explored today at the Hewbury Meteorites Conservation

Reserve.
The largest crater is 120m wide and 15m deep and cawn be

seen bn the picture above.
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Alice Springs / Mparntwe

The name Alice Springs was first given to the waterhole that was originally discovered near
the toww. whew the Overland Telegraph Line was being constructed tw 1871, it was named
after Alice Todd the wife of the superintendent Sir Charles Todd.

v 1887 gold was discovered in these parts which saw hundreds of settlers flock to Aliee
Springs regiown to claim the stakes. Supplies, food and provisions was transported by camel
trains that drove their way through the centre of the country.

In 1929 the camel trains were finally replaced with trains. The railway ran betweew Adelaide
and Alice Springs, which saw the population of the region grow. The old Ghaw travelled
through flocdplains and was sonetimes not able to get through, so & new railway was built
in 1980 avolding the floodplains to Alice Springs, tn 2004 the train Line was extewded to
Darwin.

Dreamctine says that the mountains were ereated by 3 giant caterpillars Yeperenya,
Utnerrengatye and Ntyarlke, all = having their heads ripped off by triperenye the areen
stink bug and creating the gaps in the Macdonnell ranges, the ranges are the bodies of the
caterpillars. At Emil's gap You can see the rock art paintings of the caterpillars.

Nearby the Alice Springs i the Larapinta Trail which L have visited a couple of times. One
year i was Lucky enough to be in the town for the camel races, a great experience. Another year
L was in Alice at the time of the Todd River races, but unable to hang around to see them due
to travel commitments going north to the Kimberly.




Top Left; The Anzac Hill Meworial was wnveiled on 25
April 1924 (Anzac Da H} and was dedicated to the armed
forees of World war 1. It has now become a memorial to
all those who have served in the defence of thelr country
during all wars tn which Australia has participated.

Tep right; view of Alice Springs from Anzac Hill
showing the Macdonnell ranges that surround Allce
Springs.

Bottow. right; Alice Springs Ghaw Railway Station.
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Top Left; The old Telegraph station.

Top right; E.-:rtrﬂl Fi.ldi.n@ Doctor plawe.

Bottone left; The dry Todd river and the gap in the
Macdonnell ranaes.



The Camel races
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Alice Springs seems to be in the widdle of the country.
Alice Springs to Adelaide is 1531 km.
Alice Springs to Darwin is 1496 km.,
This book only covers from the South Australian border
north to Alice Springs.
On myj 3 trips here L have beew Lucky to see rain running
off Ulurw, go to the Camel races, both great experiences.




